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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
KOMOWSKI (6,319,112). 

KOMOWSKI teaches: 

1 . A drum flap (410) having a part-cylinder surface (Fig.1), which forms a first 
region (435), with two circle segment surfaces (Fig. 14), which each form a second 
region (434), and having an externally surrounding rim (414), which is arranged 
substantially in two planes (Fig. 7), projects outward and serves to bear against 
correspondingly designed bearing surfaces (Fig.7), characterized in that the drum flap 
has at least a second rim (412) (col .5 11.18-29). 

2. The second rim is provided in the first region (being connected to 435, Fig. 14) 
of the drum flap (col.5 11.18-29). 

3. The second rim is provided in the second region (being connected to 434, 
Fig. 14) (col.5 11.18-29). 

4. The second rim is arranged in a plane in which a pivot axis also lies (Fig.7), 
and projects outward, the plane in which the second rim lies being arranged in an angle 
between the other two planes in which the first rim lies (Fig. 14) (col.5 11.18-29). 
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5. The drum flap has at least one opening (432) in at least one segment of the 
first and/or second region the segment being delimited by two adjacent rims (Fig. 7) 
(col .5 11.18-29). 

6. A circular region, the thickness of which is designed to match the rims is 
provided in the region of the pivot axis (Fig.7) (col. 5 11.18-29). 

7. The second rim runs substantially around a third region (436), which directly or 
indirectly - separated by an intermediate region (rim between 436 and 434) adjoins the 
lateral surface in the region of the first rim (Fig.7) (col. 5 11.18-29). 

8. The third region (436) is approximately rectangular in form (Fig.7). 

9. The planes in which the third region and the intermediate region lie are 
arranged at an angle not equal to 180° with respect to one another (Fig. 8-9, there is a 
flexible angle between 434 rim and 436) (col.5 11.18-29). 

10. Two outwardly protruding beating journals (424) are provided on the pivot 
axis (col.5 11.18-29). 

1 1 . The drum flap arranged in the air guidance housing (Fig. 8-9) (col.5 11.1 8-29). 

12. The drum flap serves as an air distributor flap and/or as a temperature mixing 
flap (col.4 11.13-19). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samantha A. Miller whose telephone number is 571-272 
9967. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00 - 4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve McAllister can be reached on 571-272-6785. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Samantha Miller 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3749 
3/27/2008 

/Steven B. McAllister/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



